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SECTION I : ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PASSAGE 1.

Expelling the officers was part of a series of moves intended to signal anger against what the
United States, Canada and the United Kingdom saw as violations of the unwritten conventions
which govern the operations of RAW in those countries. The officers were the head of the RAW
station in San Francisco and the second-in-command of its operations in London, the sources
said. The officers are of senior and mid-senior levels in the Indian Police Service (IPS). The Print
is

withholding their names as both remain in service with RAW. In addition, the Government of
India was denied permission to post an officer to replace RAWs' station chief in Washington,
DC, who returned home earlier this year. The new officer, in line with long-standing RAW
convention, was to have taken charge before the scheduled retirement of the organisation's
former chief, Samant Goel, on 30 June. The shuttering of RAW's stations in San Francisco and
Washington DC, coming on the back of the publicly-declared expulsion of its station chief in
Ottawa, Pavan Rai, has left the organisation unrepresented in North America for the first time
since it was founded during the tenure of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1968.

Prosecutors in the United States have claimed that ethnic-Punjabi alleged drug dealer Nikhil
Gupta was offered up to $150,000 by an individual claiming to work for the Indian intelligence
services to arrange the murder of an unnamed Khalistan lawyer and activist.

Though the indictment does not name the purported victim or the Indian intelligence service,
government sources have told The Print that US officials told interlocutors in New Delhi that
RAW conspired to assassinate top Khalistan activist and lawyer Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.
Following the gangland-style killing of alleged Khalistan terrorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in June,
The Washington Post revealed Wednesday that US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) director William Burns had met with their counterparts in
India earlier this year to demand accountability in the case.

The expulsion of the RAW officer in San Francisco, Indian government sources said, was
intended to underline their message that the US would not cooperate with Indian intelligence fi
the agency continued offensive operations in the West, an Indian intelligence officer familiar
with the case said. Even though national security officials in the UK gave no reasons for asking
for the removal of the RAW officer from London, a second officer noted, the action seemed to be
of a symbolic nature, since it targeted the junior of two so-called "disclosed" positions at the
High Commission of India in the city, whose status as intelligence officers is known to the host
government.

According to the source, British intelligence had, however, voiced unhappiness on several
occasions over the increasing involvement of RAW in Sikh diasporic politics in the country
under former chief Goel, a Punjab-cadre IPS officer who served in operations against Khalistan
terrorists before joining RAW."The general practice with these things," says one senior RAW
officer, "is that an overenthusiastic intelligence officer will be called in by the secret service of
the host country, and told not to be a naughty boy. There might be a gentle reminder that the
officer is under surveillance, just like their officers in our country. If the problem really
escalates, the Ambassador or High Commissioner might be involved, but things have never
gone this far."

Q.1. Why were the officers from RAW expelled from their stations in San Francisco and
London, according to the passage?

(a) Violations of unwritten conventions governing RAW's operations.

(b) Failure to cooperate with the intelligence agencies of host countries.
(c) Involvement in offensive operations in the West.

(d) Shuttering of Raw's stations in Washington, DC.




Q.2. Based on the passage, what was the main objective behind the expulsion of the RAW
officer?

(a) To seek accountability for the gangland-style killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

(b) To discourage offensive operations by RAW in the West.

(c) To convey dissatisfaction with the involvement of RAW in Sikh diasporic politics.
(d) To address alleged violations of unwritten conventions by RAW in host countries.

Q.3. According to the passage, why might an overenthusiastic intelligence officer be
called in by the secret service of the host country?

(a) To be commended for exceptional service.

(b) To discuss diplomatic relations.

(c) To address involvement in offensive operations.
(d) To receive a promotion.

Q.4. What is the main concern expressed in the passage regarding the actions taken
against RAW officers in various locations?

(a) Lack of cooperation between intelligence agencies.

(b) Violations of unwritten conventions by the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom.
(c) Ineffectiveness of the RAW officers in San Francisco and London.

(d) The absence of RAW representation in North America.

Q.5. What is the implication of the concluding statement of the passage?

(@) The officer is immediately removed from service.

(b) The officer is praised for exceptional service.

(c) The officer faces legal consequences.

(d) The situation has never escalated to this extent before.

Q.6. The following statements are true related to the actions taken against RAW officers
in the US except.

(a) US'would not cooperate with Indian Intelligence if the agency continued offensive operations
in the west.

(b) Ethnic-Punjabi drug dealer Nikhil Gupta was paid of by an unknown person to plan a
murder of a Khalistani lawyer and activist.

(c) Government of India has received a denial for the permission to post an officer to replace
law station chief in Washington DC.

(d) National security official in US gave no reason for removal of the RAW officer from San
Francisco.

Passage-2

Politics in Meghalaya has been ethnicity and personality centric since the state was formed in
1972. This and the small size of the assembly seats-the electorate varies from 25,000 to 35,000
voters -has made electoral contests unpredictable. Barring the first assembly elections in 1972
which the All Party Hill Leaders Conference won, no political party has been able to command a
simple majority in the legislature in Shillong. Parties have won office by smart alliance
building, mostly post elections. With five main major parties - the incumbent National People's
Party (NPP), the main opposition Trinamool Congress, BJP, Congress and United Democratic
Party (UDP)-in the battleground, it's a crowded field and the contest unpredictable as ever.
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma's ambitions to emerge as an influential regional leader will
receive a big boost fi the NPP retains office. The Trinamool Congress emerged as the main
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opposition when a majority of Congress legislators led by two-time chief minister Mukul
Sangma crossed over a year ago. Awin in Shillong would help the Trinamool's national
ambitions. The BJP won just two seats in 2018 but believes that it has the strategy, resources
and leadership to emerge victorious in yet another state in the Northeast. For the Congress, it
is an ambitious fight to rebuild and stay relevant in a state where it had a government until
2018. The UDP, which has contributed three CMs in the past, hopes to play kingmaker. The
Sangma government had an indifferent record on managing law and order. Protests around the
Citizenship Amendment Act and the demand for Inner Line Permit, violence against Dalit Sikhs
in Shillong, and border disputes with Assam tested the resolve of the government. Corruption
charges and other scandals have singed both the NPP and the BJP, who were initially partners
in government. The Congress, having lost most of its senior leaders to Trinamool, is trying out
an audacious renewal plan. The party has fielded a large number of young professionals with
no political legacy, or baggage. While this looks exciting as a plan, electoral politics tends to
favour those with the resources, which includes party machinery, family/clan support,
patronage channels and so on. The Congress continues to have brand recall but seems thin on
other resources. The BJP's ambitious campaign has featured rallies by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah, but it has faced a tough time in explaining that
Hindutva politics does not exclude Christians, who are in a majority in Meghalaya. That all
these parties could offer their narratives and compete in the open suggests that electoral
democracy, despite the complaints of cash transfers, has gained deep roots in the hill state.

Q.7. According to the passage, which party has won the elections without the alliance?

(@) Al Party Hill Leaders Conference
(b) National People's Party (NPP)

(c) United Democratic Party (UDP)
(d) None of the above

Q.8. What can be inferred from the passage regarding the upcoming elections?

(@) The Trinamool Congress turns out to be a weak opponent to NPP.

(b) BJP believes that their increasing popularity in the Northeast will boost their chance to win
another state.

(c) CM Conrad Sangma is not sure that the next elections are going to be same as the last one.
(d) Congress has determined itself to fight for the state where ti had a government until 2018.

Q.9. According to the passage, which of the following is the complication that BJP is
facing in the upcoming elections?

(a) BJP has been involved in the corruption charges within the state.

(b) The majority of Meghalaya is Christian and BJP cannot win over any religion other than
Hindu.

(c) Despite the wide popularity of PM Modi, BJP is not able to make space in Meghalaya.

(d) The Christians are apathetic towards their Hindutva politics and are in a majority in
Meghalaya.

Q.10. What can be said about the role of the various parties in the upcoming elections
EXCEPT?

(a) The UDP will most probably win after contributing three CMs.

(b) The BJP believes that it has the strategy, resources and leadership to win yet another state
in the Northeast.

(c) The UDP is aspiring to be the king maker just like three CMs in the past.

(d) The Congress is in a strong position as the legislatures from the Trinamool Congress
crossed over to them.




Q.11. What were the difficulties faced by the Congress Party during the elections?

(a) High popularity in Meghalaya but less alliance.
(b) Lack of available resources

(c) Rebuilding the trust

(d) Managing Law and order.

Passage-3

Philosophy of Education is a label applied to the study of the purpose, process, nature and
ideals of education. It can be considered a branch of both philosophy and education. Education
can be defined as the teaching and learning of specific skills, and the imparting of knowledge,
judgment and wisdom, and is something broader than the societal institution of education we
often speak of. Many educationalists consider it a weak and woolly field, too far removed from
the practical applications of the real world to be useful. But philosophers dating back to Plato
and the Ancient Greeks have given the area much thought and emphasis, and there is little
doubt that their work has helped shape the practice of education over the millennia. Plato is
the earliest important educational thinker, and education is an essential element in "The
Republic" (his most important work on philosophy and political theory, written around 360
B.C.). In it, he advocates some rather extreme methods: removing children from their mothers'
care and raising them as wards of the state, and differentiating children suitable to the various
castes, the highest receiving the most education, so that they could act as guardians of the city
and care for the less able. He believed that education should be holistic, including facts, skills,
physical discipline, music and art. Plato believed that talent and intelligence is not distributed
genetically and thus is be found in children born to all classes, although his proposed system
of selective public education for an educated minority of the population does not really follow a
democratic model. Aristotle considered human nature, habit and reason to be equally
important forces to be cultivated in education, the ultimate aim of which should be to produce
good and virtuous citizens. He proposed that teachers lead their students systematically, and
that repetition be used as a key tool to develop good habits, unlike Socrates' emphasis on
questioning his listeners to bring out their own ideas. He emphasized the balancing of the
theoretical and practical aspects of subjects taught, among which he explicitly mentions
reading, writing, mathematics, music, physical education, literature, history, and a wide range
of sciences, as well as play, which he also considered important. During the Medieval period,
the idea of Perennialism was first formulated by St. Thomas Aquinas in his work "De Magistro".
Perennialism holds that one should teach those things deemed to be of everlasting importance
to all people everywhere, namely principles and reasoning, not just facts (which are apt to
change over time), and that one should teach first about people, not machines or techniques. It
was originally religious in nature, and it was only much later that a theory of secular
perennialism developed. During the Renaissance, the French skeptic Michel de Montaigne
(1533 - 1592) was one of the first to critically look at education. Unusually for his time,
Montaigne was willing to question the conventional wisdom of the period, calling into question
the whole edifice of the educational system, and the implicit assumption that university-
educated philosophers were necessarily wiser than uneducated farm workers, for example.

Q.12. What is the difference between the approaches of Socrates and
Aristotle?

A) Aristotle felt the need for repetition to develop good habits in students; Socrates felt that
students need to be constantly questioned

B) Aristotle felt the need for rote-learning; Socrates emphasized on dialogic learning

C) There was no difference




D) Aristotle emphasized on the importance of paying attention to human nature; Socrates
emphasized upon science
Q.13. Why do educationists consider philosophy a ‘weak and woolly’ field?

a) It is not practically applicable

b) Its theoretical concepts are easily understood
c) It is irrelevant for education

d) None of the above

Q.14. What do you understand by the term ‘Perennialism’, in the context of
the given comprehension passage?

a) It refers to something which is of ceaseless importance

b) It refers to something which is quite unnecessary

c) It refers to something which is abstract and theoretical

d) It refers to something which existed in the past and no longer exists now

Q.15. Were Plato’s beliefs about education democratic?

A) He believed that only the rich have the right to acquire education
B) Yes

C) He believed that only a select few are meant to attend schools

D) He believed that all pupils are not talented

Q.16. Why did Aquinas propose a model of education which did not lay
much emphasis on facts?

A) Facts are not important
B) Facts do not lead to holistic education
C) Facts change with the changing times
D) Facts are frozen in time

Passage-4

Myths abound concerning the phoenix-like conduct of the German economy. Principal amongst
them is the notion that Germany emerged from total ashes largely due to the beneficence of the
allies, notably the Americans via Marshal Aid. If aid alone could generate such phenomenal
recovery the global economy today would look substantially different and, while it would be
wrong to underestimate the extent of the devastation to some German cities and town, it would
be equally misguided to assume that the whole of Germany's substantial territory was razed to
the ground. In fact in 1945 less than half of Germany's industrial plant had been destroyed. A
further 5% of plant was dismantled by the allies before Adenauer persuaded them to
discontinue the policy. Clearly, there® was a need for substantial rebuilding and reinvestment
and Marshall Aid was an important source to the Germans as to many Europeans. However,
the Germans had some foundations on which to build and it was a combination of shrewd,
perhaps inspired, economic leadership and the will of the German people themselves that gave
rise to the revival of Germany as a major .economic force. Perhaps the critical factors were an
immense will to work, a remarkable degree of industrial peace and the decision by the Minister
of Economics, Ludwig Erhard, to create opportunity and incentivize.




The milestone in Germany's turnaround was the currency reform of 1948. A huge black market
operation made a number of allied troops wealthy as they bartered goods like cigarettes for
Reichsmarks which were then conversed into dollars or sterling, yielding in some cases profits
that ran into thousands. One cigarette cost 7 Reichsmarks. The Gen-flans were familiar with
currency collapses — between 1921, and 1923 the exchange rate of the mark against the dollar
rose from 63 to 4,200,000,000,000. In a move of extraordinary speed and daring, and with
allied support, Erhard changed the currency literally overnight from the Reichsmark to the
Deutschmark, and the German people were given one Deutschmark for 10 Reichsmarks.
Savings were wiped out but with them went the black market and in came true purchasing
power.

To underpin the success of the currency reforms Erhard dropped most of Germany's wage and
price controls. Controls were first dropped on a range of consumer goods and, after six months,
on food. Almost instantly food appeared on the shop shelves, unemployment reduced and
within two years industrial output tripled. Erhard's incentives to the German people included
interest-free loans for everything from the building of modest homes to the reconstruction of
large-scale plant and agricultural Under Erhard's direction 12 million refugees were resettled
and 7,700,000 new jobs were created. National income and purchasing power multiplied and
Deutschmark became one of the three strongest currencies in Europe.

Q.17. One of the principal myths concerning the emergence of German economy is that

(a) it was totally destroyed and that it emerged on its own like the Phoenix, from its ashes.

(b) it could emerge from its ashes mainly with the help of the financial aid it received from it
allies.

(c) its recovery had been phenomenal.

(d) it was successful mainly because the German industrial plants were not destroyed during
the war.

Q.18. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?

(a) Marshall Aid alone can generate phenomenal recovery in global economy.

(b) Most of the German cities and towns were completely destroyed during the World War.
(c) More than half of Germany’s industrial plants were destroyed in 1945.

(d) The Germans received Marshall Aid from their allies which helped in their economic
recovery.

Q.19. Germany used the Marshall Aid it received from its allies to

(a) rebuild and reinvest in various organizations.
(b) revamp its cities and towns.

(c) develop its industrial plants.

(d) dismantle some of its industrial plants.

Q.20. Which of the following is not mentioned as a reason for the successful revival of
the German economy?

(@) Shrewd economic leadership

(b) Remarkable degree of industrial pace
(c) inspiration from their allies

(d) Aid from their allies

Q.21. The form of currency used in Germany before 1948 was

(a) Reichsmark
(b) Sterling




(c) Pound.
(d) Dollar.

Q.22. What was the daring step taken by Erhard?

(a) Stopping the sale of cigarettes.

(b) Fixing an exchange rate for the Reichsrnark against the dollar.

(c) Changing the currency overnight from Reichsmark to Deutschmark.
(d) Prohibiting people from bartering goods with the allied troops.

Q.23. The factor(s) that helped in the success of the currency reform was
I. dropping of price control on consumer goods.

II. increasing the exchange rate of mark against the dollar.

III. dropping of wages and price controls.

(@ Iand II
(b) II and III
(c) OnlyI
(d) Tand III

Q.24. What can be inferred about the character of Erhard from the given passage?

(a) He is conservative in his outlook.
(b) He is daring and innovative.

(c) He is adamant and unfriendly.
(d) He is stubborn and egoistic.

Q.25. According to the passage, Erhard’'s leadership resulted in all but

(a) reduction of unemployment

(b) increase in the national income and purchasing power.
(c) Deutschmath becoming the currency of Europe.

(d) an increase in the industrial output in Germany.

SECTION II: Current Affairs including General Knowledge

Passage : 1

The Supreme Court on July 19 agreed to hear a plea seeking to redefine the contours of the
constitutional immunity enjoyed by the Governor of a state. Article 361 of the Constitution
shields the President and Governor from criminal prosecution, and bars any judicial scrutiny of
their actions. Given that the case could have significant ramifications on the role of the
constitutional head of a state, the court also asked Attorney General for India R
Venkataramani to weigh in. A three-judge Bench — comprising Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud, and Justices J B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra — took up the issue after a
petition was moved by a contractual woman employee of West Bengal Raj Bhavan. She has
alleged sexual harassment by Governor C V Ananda Bose. Article 361 of the Indian
Constitution states that: The President, or the Governor or Rajpramukh of a State, shall not be
answerable to any court for the exercise and performance of the powers and duties of his office
or for any act done or purporting to be done by him in the exercise and performance of those
powers and duties: provided that the conduct of the President may be brought under review by
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any court, tribunal or body appointed or designated by either House of Parliament for the
investigation of a charge under Article 61: provided further that nothing in this clause shall be
construed as restricting the right of any person to bring appropriate proceedings against the
Government of India or the Government of a State. Further, is says, "No criminal proceedings
whatsoever shall be instituted or continued against the President, or the Governor of a State, in
any court during his term of office and no process for the arrest or imprisonment of the
President, or the Governor of a State, shall be issued from any court during his term of office."

26. In which year did the Sarkaria Commission make recommendations regarding the
appointment and role of Governors in India?
(@) 1978
(b) 1988
(c) 1998
(d) 2008

27. Under which article of the Indian Constitution is it stated that there shall be a Governor
for each state, and that a single person can be appointed as the Governor for two or more
states?

(a) Article 152
(b) Article 153
(c) Article 154
(d) Article 155

28. Which commission recommended that the phrase” during the pleasure of the President”
be deleted from the Constitution to ensure that a Governor can only be removed by a
resolution of the state legislature?

(a) Sarkaria Commission
(b)-Mandal Commission
() Shah Commission

(d) Punchhi Commission

29. According to Article 361(3) of the Indian Constitution, what legal action cannot be taken
against the President or Governor during their term of office?
(@) Filing of civil lawsuits
(b) Impeachment
(c) Arrest or imprisonment
(d) Summoning by Parliament

30. In which case did the Supreme Court distinguish between the official and personal
conduct of a Governor, ruling that civil proceedings for actions outside official duties may
proceed after a two-month notice?

(a) Kesavananda Bharati vs. State of Kerala

(b) Dr SC Barat and Anr vs. Hari Vinayak Pataskar
() SR Bommai vs. Union of India

(d) Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India.

Passage : 2

A sperm or egg donor has no legal right on the child and cannot claim to be its biological
parent, the Bombay High Court held today while allowing a 42-year-old woman visitation rights
to her five-year-old twin daughters. The woman, in her plea, said her daughters, born via

surrogacy, were living with her husband and younger sister, who was the egg donor. The
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petitioner's husband had claimed since his sister-in-law was the egg donor, she had a
legitimate right to be called a biological parent of the twins and that his wife had no right over
them. A single bench of Justice Milind Jadhav, however, refused to accept this contention,
citing that though the petitioner's younger sister was the egg donor, she has no legitimate right
to claim that she is a biological parent of the twins. The court said the role of the younger sister
is that of an egg donor, rather, a voluntary donor, and at the most, she may qualify to be a
genetic mother and nothing more. An advocate appointed to assist the court in the matter
informed it that since the estranged couple's surrogacy agreement took place in 2018 when the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act 2021 had not come into force, the guidelines issued by the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) in 2005 would regulate the agreement. As per a rule of the
guidelines, the donor and the surrogate mother have to relinquish all parental rights, the court
noted, adding that in the present case, the twins would be the daughters of the petitioner and
her husband. "Under the guideline, it is clearly stated that the sperm/oocyte (egg) donor shall
not have parental rights or duties in relation to the child and in that view of the matter, the
younger sister of the petitioner can have no right whatsoever to intervene and claim to be the
biological mother of the twin daughters," the high court said. As per the plea, the couple could
not conceive naturally, and the petitioner's sister volunteered to donate her eggs. In December
2018, the babies were conceived by a surrogate woman and the twin girls were born in August
2019. In April 2019, the sister and her family met with a road accident, and her husband and
daughter were killed.

31. Under which act is surrogacy regulated in India?
(a) Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act, 2021
(b) Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021
(¢) Reproductive Health Act, 2020
(d) Genetic Material Regulation Act, 2021

32. In which type of surrogacy is the surrogate mother also the biological mother of the child?
(&) Traditional Surrogacy
(b) Gestational Surrogacy
(c) Altruistic Surrogacy
(d) Commercial Surrogacy

33. In which case did the Supreme Court of India rule that surrogate children born to a
German couple in India could receive exit permits to leave the country despite not being
granted Indian citizenship?

(a) Baby Manji Yamada vs. Union of India

(b) Shabnam Hashmi vs. Union of India

(c) Jan Balaz vs. Anand Municipality

(d) B.K. Parthasarathi vs. State of Andhra Pradesh

34. Who are the eligible intended parents under the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 20217
(a) Single individuals of any age
(b) Individuals above 55 years of age
(c) Any couple, regardless of marital status
(d) Couples who have been married for at least 5 years
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35. In which country are all forms of surrogacy prohibited?
(a) Russia
(b) Canada
(¢) United Kingdom
(d) France

Passage: 3

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday attended the Closed Plenary Session of the
BRICS Summit in Russia and said India supports dialogue and diplomacy, not war. "We
support dialogue and diplomacy, not war. And, just as we together defeated a challenge like
COVID, in the same way, we are fully capable of creating new opportunities for a safe, strong
and prosperous future for the future generation...Similarly, we should work for global
regulations for cyber security, safe and secure Al," he said at the event. He said the BRICS
countries should strongly deal with terrorism and terror financing. "We all have to be united
and cooperate strongly to deal with terrorism and terror financing. There is no place for double
standards on such a serious issue. We should take active steps to prevent radicalization among
the youth of our countries. We have to work together on the pending issue of the
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism in the UN," he added. He said the
BRICS countries must remain people-centric at a time when the world is facing several
challenges. "Our meeting is taking place at a time when the world, is surrounded by many
challenges like wars, conflicts, economic uncertainty, climate change, terrorism. There is talk
of the North-South and East-West divide in the world...And, in the age of technology, new
challenges like cyber security, and deepfake disinformation have emerged. In such a situation,
there are many expectations from BRICS. I believe that as a diverse and inclusive platform,
BRICS can play a positive role in all issues. In this context, our approach should remain
people-centric. We should give the message to the world that BRICS is not a divisive but a
public interest group," he said. "India is ready to welcome new countries as BRICS partner
countries. All decisions in this regard should be made unanimously and the views of the
founding members of BRICS should be respected. The guiding principles, standards, criteria
and procedures that we adopted at the Johannesburg Summit should be followed by all
member and partner countries,” he added. The prime minister also pitched for reform of the UN
Security Council and other global bodies. "We must move forward in a time-bound manner on
reforms in global institutions such as the UN Security Council, Multilateral development

banks, and the WTO," he said.

36. 5 banks of BRICS nations have agreed to establish credit lines in currencies.

(a) Legal
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37.

38.

39.

40.

Less than two months after the President awarded 33 distinguished Indian scientists for their
extraordinary achievements in the field of science, technology and innovation, the inaugural
edition of the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar has run into controversy over the alleged omission of
three scientists from the list of potential awardees at the final stage of the selection process.
Weeks after the award ceremony at the Gantantra Mandap, Rashtrapati Bhavan on August 22,
as many as 26 award-winning scientists wrote to Principal Scientific Advisor to the
government, Ajay Sood, enquiring if the recommendations of the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar
Committee for the award were accepted in entirety or revised by further committees or
authorities. The PSA is now learnt to have responded to the letter saying that the names
recommended by the awards committee were forwarded to the Minister of Science and

Technology, suggesting that the final call in the matter eventually rests with the minister,

(b) Plastic
(c) Cryptocurrency
(d) National

Which country is hosting the BRICS Summit 2024?
(@) India

(b) Russia

(b) China

(d) South Africa

Which year was BRICS established as an association of countries?
(a) 2000
(b) 2005
(c) 2009
(d) 2011

Which of the following countries is not a member of BRICS?
(@) Russia

(b) India

(¢) Indonesia

(d) Brazil

Which of the following is not one of the areas of cooperation among BRICS countries?
(a) Education

(b) Trade and investment

(c) Health and wellness

(d) Military alliances

Passage : 4
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reports The Indian Express. The selection process mentioned on the website of the award

states that subject experts are required to send their shortlists to an apex committee, which is

the RVPC headed by the PSA. The RVPC then recommends the names to the Minister of

Science and Technology. As per the IE report, the information provided under “Selection

Process” for the RVP awards on the government’s website had a new sentence added over the

past weekend. “The RVPC will recommend the names to the Honourable Minister of Science &

Technology, Govt. of India,” it states. Earlier, under the selection process, the website only

stated that all nominations for the award will be placed before the RVPC. In his reply to the

scientists, the PSA is learnt to have said that the selection process followed for the awards is in

line with what has been mentioned on the website.

41.

42.

43

44

45

On which day will the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar (RVP) awards be presented in 2024,
coinciding with the celebration of Chandrayaan-3’s moon landing?

(a) National Technology Day (b) National Science Day

(c) National Space Day (d) National Innovation Day

Which category of the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar (RVP) is awarded for lifetime
achievements and substantial contributions in any field of science and technology?

(a) Vigyan Shri (VS) (b) Vigyan Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar (VY-SSB)

(c) Vigyan Team (VT) (d) Vigyan Ratna (VR)

Who was awarded the Vigyan Ratna in the 2024 Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar for his
lifetime achievements in biological sciences, particularly for his' work on malaria

parasites?
(a) C.N.R. Rao (b) G. Padmanabhan
(c) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam (d) M.S. Swaminathan

Which organization awards the J C Bose Fellowship to active scientists and researchers
for their outstanding contributions to advanced science?

(@) Indian National Science Academy (INSA)

(b) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

(c) Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)

(d) Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)

Which prestigious award, often referred to as "America's Nobels," recognizes significant
contributions in the fields of Basic Medical Research, Clinical Medical Research, and
Special Achievement in Medical Science?

(a) Lasker Awards (b) Nobel Prize

(c) Pulitzer Prize (d) Breakthrough Prize

Passage : 5

National Flag Day is observed on July 22 and commemorates the Constituent Assembly's 1947
adoption of India's tricolour flag, just weeks before the country's August 15 independence from
British colonial authorities. This day celebrates historical achievement and stands for the
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ambition, diversity, and togetherness of the Indian populace. National Flag Day promotes a
deeper understanding of the flag's history and its values for democracy, diversity, and
inclusivity, through educational workshops, talks, and exhibitions. The festivities promote
respect for national symbols and strengthen the ideals of independence, sovereignty, and
national pride by inspiring feelings of pride and patriotism. National Flag Day enhances
national spirit and solidarity by uniting individuals from all walks of life, including government
officials, academic institutions, civil society organisations, and the public. It also serves as a
reminder of the continuous path towards a wealthier and more inclusive India by encouraging
civic engagement and civic responsibility. The design of India's flag, adopted shortly before the
country gained Independence, replaced its previous version. The Ashoka Chakra, which
replaced the spinning wheel or 'Charkha' on the flag, symbolised self-reliance and resistance
during India's struggle for freedom. This modification was proposed by Badr-ud-Din Tyabji and
supported by Mahatma Gandhi. In 2002, amendments to the Flag Code of India expanded
citizens' rights regarding the national flag. Previously restricted to national days, the flag can
now be displayed and used on any day of the year, subject to guidelines ensuring respect and
dignity. These guidelines stipulate that the flag should be hoisted between sunrise and sunset
unless it is appropriately illuminated during the night.

46. Who is recognized as the architect of India's National Flag?

(@) Dr. C.R. Das (b) Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(c) Pingali Venkayya (d) Naveen Jindal
47. Where was the first unofficial Indian national flag hoisted in 1906?
(a) Parsee Bagan Square (b) Red Fort
(c) Jallianwala Bagh (d) India Gate

48. What is the ratio of the width to the length of the National Flag of India as proposed in
Nehru's resolution?
(a) 1:2 (b) 2:3
(c) 3:4 (d) 3:5

49. Which article of the Indian Constitution obliges every citizen to respect the national flag
and the national anthem?
(a) Article 14A (a) (b) Article 20A (a)
(c) Article 51A (a) (d) Article 44A (a)

50. In which year did Madame Cama and her group of exiled revolutionaries hoist an Indian
flag in Germany, marking the first time the Indian flag was flown on foreign soil?
(@) 1904 (b) 1905
(c) 1906 (d) 1907

Passage : 6

With the aim of boosting Aatmanirbharta (self-reliance) in defence production and minimising
imports by defence public sector undertakings (DPSUs), the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has
notified a fifth positive indigenisation list (PIL) comprising 346 defence items. The MoD has
ordered that “these items will only be procured from the Indian industry after the timelines of
indigenisation as indicated in the list available on the MoD’s Srijan portal. A PIL is expected to
provide assurance to the domestic defence industry, which has frequently burned its fingers by
expending the money and effort on developing a defence product. It led to the MoD importing
them from the global market instead. The MoD had launched the Srijan portal in 2020. It
provides a forum for DPSUs and service headquarters (SHQs) to offer defence items for
indigenisation to private industries. They include micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) and startups. “Our aim is to apprise the Indian defence industry about the
anticipated requirements of the armed forces, so that they are better prepared to realise the
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goal of indigenisation,” declared Rajnath Singh at the release of the first list in August 2020.
The items expected to be indigenised include strategically-important line replacement units
(LRUs)/systems/ sub-systems/assemblies/sub-assemblies/spares and components and raw
materials, with import substitution value worth Rs 1,048 crore. The DPSUs involved in the fifth
PIL include Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL), Bharat
Dynamics Ltd (BDL), Bharat Earth Movers Ltd (BEML), India Optel Ltd (IOL), Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL), Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Ltd (GRSE) and Hindustan
Shipyard Ltd (HSL). These have initiated processes for issuing expressions of interests
(Eols)/request for proposals (RFPs) on their respective websites.
The first PIL of 101 items was promulgated by the MoD in August 2020. This was followed by a
second PIL, consisting of 108 defence equipment items, taking them to 209. These were the
number of items that must be compulsorily procured from Indian companies, the number
rising each year up to 2025. The first positive indigenisation list of 101 items was promulgated
by the ministry in August 2020. This was followed by a second list consisting of 108 defence
equipment items. Such a list is expected to provide assurance to domestic industry, which has
frequently burned its fingers by expended money and effort on developing a defence product.
51. How many strategically important items are included in the fifth Positive Indigenisation

List (PIL) announced by India's Ministry of Defence?

(a) 250 (b) 346

(c) 450 (d) 500

52. On which portal is the fifth Positive Indigenisation List (PIL) available for implementation,
allowing DPSUs and service headquarters to offer defence items for indigenisation to
private industries?

(a) Bharat Electronics Portal (b) DRDO Portal
(c) Srijan Portal (d) Make in India Portal

53. In which document was the concept of the Positive Indigenisation List (PIL) introduced,
focusing on import substitution for major systems, platforms, weapon system sensors,
and munitions?

(a) Defence Procurement Policy 2016

(b) Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020

(c) Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020
(d) Make in India Defence Policy

54. In which states have Defence Industrial Corridors been established to attract investments
and develop a robust defence manufacturing ecosystem?
() Maharashtra and Karnataka (b) Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
() Gujarat and Rajasthan (d) Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu

55. In which year was the Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) initiative launched?

(a) 2016 (b) 2018
(c) 2020 (d) 2022

SECTION III: LEGAL REASONING

Passage 1:

India is ranked 128th out of 177 countries in terms of women's inclusion, justice and security
in the Women, Peace and Security index of 2023 released by Georgetown Institute for Women,

14




Peace and Security. According to the recent data from National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), crime against women in India rose by 12.9% between 2018 and 2022.

As widespread protests sweep the nation in response to the tragic rape and murder of a doctor
in Kolkata, the West Bengal Assembly has responded by passing the Aparajita Woman and Child
Bill, aiming to strengthen protections for women and children. Since the criminal laws comes
under the Concurrent list, the bill needs to get approved from the state Governor as well as
President of India and there is no specified time or obligation under Constitution to approve
such bills.

The three significant elements of the Bill are — increased punishment, speedy investigation and
rapid dispensation of justice. The State of West Bengal has become the first state to amend the
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. The bill seeks to amend the relevant sections of BNS and
POCSO Act. It increases the punishment for rape under section 64(1) of BNS from 10 years to
'RI that may extend to life and fine to RI for life or death'. Along with akin changes, the bill has
proposed mandatory death penalty for cases under section 66 BNS i.e. Rape that causes death
or persistent vegetative state.

Though the constitutional validity of death penalty has been upheld in the Bachan Singh's case
but there is a flaw in our understanding of the ratio held in that case, which has been clarified
by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in Mithu v. State of Punjab (1983). In Bachan Singh, it has not
been held that “death sentence is constitutional” instead it has been that “it is permissible
under the Constitution to provide for the sentence of death”. The constitutionality of Section
302 of the IPC (now section 103 of BNS) was put on check in Bachan Singh's case and the
question was raised that whether death as an alternative sentence may be imposed (Section
302 of IPC provides for either life imprisonment or death penalty). The majority in Bachan
Singh held Section 302 of the IPC valid for three main reasons: Firstly, the death sentence
provided under Section 302 is an alternative to the life imprisonment. Secondly, special reason
has to be recorded under Section354 (3) of CrPC if death sentence has to be imposed. Thirdly, the
accused is entitled to be heard on the question of sentence under Section235 (2) of CrPC.
Therefore, the ratio of Bachan Singh is that death sentence is Constitutional if it has been
prescribed as an alternative sentence. Whenever death sentence is made mandatory the
accused is deprived of the opportunity under Section 235 (2) of the CrPC to show cause that
why they should not be sentenced to death and the court also relieved from its obligation to
state the special reason for imposing the death penalty. The deprivation of safeguards
discussed in Bachan Singh is unjust.

Judicial discretion is the thing prevented the outlawing of sentence of death even as an
alternative penalty for murder and the exclusion of this discretion from Section 303 of the IPC
is the reason for the provision being declared invalid. In Mithu v. State of Punjab it has been
observed that the sentence of death is so irrevocable, so irrestitutable that no law which
provides for it without involvement of the judicial mind can be said to be fair, just and
reasonable and such law must necessarily be condemned as arbitrary and oppressive.

As death penalty is the mandatory punishment under the amended provision, neither section
235(2) nor section 354 (3) of the CrPC comes into picture. If the court has no other option than
awarding death penalty, it is meaningless to hear the accused on the question of sentence.
Following the Mithu Judgement, the Hon'ble Supreme Court in another judgement of State of
Punjab v. Dalbir Singh has highlighted the importance of judicial review and has declared
Section 27 (3) of the Arms Act as unconstitutional and violative of the “due process” test
incorporated. Section 27(3) of Arms Act provided that whoever uses any prohibited arm or
prohibited ammunition or acts in contravention of Section 7 and such use or act results in the
death of any other person then that guilty person shall be punishable with death. It has
imposed an irreversible death penalty which is repugnant to the notion of right and reason.
The court has taken into account that the guarantee against the cruel and harsh punishment
given in the 8th Amendment to the U.S Constitution also constitutes a part in our Constitution
and is envisaged in Article 13(2). Also, keeping in view the provisions which give judiciary the
discretion in case of imposing death penalty i.e. Section 253(2) and Section 354(3) CrPC, the
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Court has held such a provision as sheer deprivation of judicial discretion, therefore declared
Section 27 (3) of the Arms Act, 1959 as unconstitutional and void.

Another aspect where the attention to be drawn is the rule of fair hearing. In a criminal
proceeding, two litigations are conducted for the final disposal of matter. One for the
adjudication of guilt and another for deciding the sentence. The significance of stage of
sentencing has been time and again mentioned in the judgements of the Supreme court.
In SantaSingh V. State of Punjab, the Supreme Court highlighting the importance of
sentencing held it as important as the adjudication of guilt and should not be treated as a
subsidiary issue. Moreover, Section 235(2) of CrPC was not a formality which could be
dispensed with and requires sincere consideration as held in Muniappan v. State of Tamil
Nadu. The Apex Court in X v. State of Maharashtra observed that the provision should
mandatorily be complied with the best efforts of the trial courts and if the lower court fails to
comply with it then it has to be rectified before the appellate court.

The mandatory death sentence hampers the opportunity of a person guilty to be heard in the
subsequent hearing. And the denial of hearing on sentence is against the spirit of Article 21 of
the Constitution which talks of “procedure established by the law”. As rightly observed in
Mithu v. State of Punjab, the last word on the question of justice and fairness does not rest
with the legislature and courts are the authority to decide whether the procedure prescribed for
depriving a person of his life or liberty is just, fair and reasonable. The legislature while fixing
this mandatory punishment of death not only takes away the judicial discretion but it also
surpasses the power of the judiciary to have the final words.

56. What is the primary purpose of the Aparajita Woman and Child Bill?
A. To provide free legal aid to victims of sexual violence
B. To increase the number of women police officers
C. To strengthen protections for women and children
D. To create special courts for cases involving women and children

57. Which of the following is NOT a significant element of the Aparajita Woman and Child
Bill?
A. Increased punishment for offenders
B. Speedy investigation of cases
C. Rapid dispensation of justice
D. Creation of special women's police stations

58. Which of the following Acts does the Aparajita Woman and Child Bill seek to amend?
A. Indian Penal Code
B. Code of Criminal Procedure
C. Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita
D. All of the above

59. What is the proposed punishment for rape under section 64(1) of the BNS as amended by
the Aparajita Woman and Child Bill?
A. Life imprisonment or death
B. 10 years to life imprisonment
C. S years to 10 years imprisonment
D. Fine of (11 lakh

60. Which of the following is NOT a constitutional challenge to the mandatory death penalty
in the Aparajita Woman and Child Bill?
A. Violation of the right to life under Article 21
B. Deprivation of the right to be heard under Article 21
C. Violation of the principle of proportionality
D. Violation of the right to equality under Article 14
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61. The Supreme Court has held that the mandatory death penalty is unconstitutional
because it violates the principle of:
A. Proportionality
B. Equality
C. Due process
D. All of the above

62. In which case did the Supreme Court uphold the constitutionality of the death penalty as
an alternative sentence?
A. Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab
B. Mithu v. State of Punjab
C. Santa Singh v. State of Punjab
D. X v. State of Maharashtra

63. The mandatory death penalty in the Aparajita Woman and Child Bill has been criticized
for:
A. Depriving the accused of the right to be heard
B. Violating the principle of proportionality
C. Both A and B
D. Neither A nor B

64. The Supreme Court has emphasized the importance of:
A. Speedy trials in criminal cases
B. The role of the judiciary in sentencing
C. The rights of victims of crime
D. All of the above

65. The Aparajita Woman and Child Bill is a significant step towards:
A. Strengthening women's rights in India
B. Reducing crime against women
C. Promoting gender equality
D. All of the above

PASSAGE 2

A Delhi Court has issued directives to the Delhi Police to ensure adherence with the new
legislation governing the submission of digital evidence. Additional Sessions Judge Sh.
Pulastaya Parmachala, while delivering an order in the 2020 Delhi riots case, noted that
despite the repeal of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, certificates for validating the authenticity
of digital evidence were still being submitted under the now-defunct Section 65B of the 1872
Act.

In the present case, the prosecution had summoned the nodal officer of a telecommunications
company to produce certified copies of call data records, and the nodal officer of the Emergency
Response Support System ('ERSS') to provide certified copies of emergency, 112/100 calls
made during the 2020 riots. Initially, these witnesses presented certificates under Section 65B
of the 1872 Act, and later produced certificates under Section 63 of the Bhartiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023 (‘BSA') which were found to be incorrect as they did not conform to the
prescribed format outlined in the Adhiniyam's Schedule.

Section 65B of the 1872 Act was introduced to facilitate the admission of electronic evidence,
whether printed, stored, or copied on optical or magnetic media, without the need for further
proof or production of the original source. This was contingent on the certification by the
individual tendering such evidence that it had not been altered and was a true reproduction of
the original source. The Supreme Court, in Anvar P.V.v. P.K. Basheer, (2014) 10 SCC 473,
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elucidated the purpose of Section 65B and established the criteria for the introduction and
validation of electronic evidence, which include:

14. Under Section 65-B(4) of the Evidence Act, if it is desired to give a statement in any
proceedings pertaining to an electronic record, it is permissible provided the following conditions
are satisfied:

(a) There must be a certificate which identifies the electronic record containing the statement;

(b) The certificate must describe the manner in which the electronic record was produced;

(c) The certificate must furnish the particulars of the device involved in the production of that
record;

(d) The certificate must deal with the applicable conditions mentioned under Section 65-B(2) of the
Evidence Act; and

(e) The certificate must be signed by a person occupying a responsible official position in relation
to the operation of the relevant device.

However, recent legislative changes introduced additional requirements for the submission of
electronic evidence under the BSA, 2023. Section 63(4) stipulates that a certificate to verify the
authenticity of electronic evidence must be signed by both the person in charge of the
computer or communication device and 'an expert', with the certificate adhering to the format
prescribed in the Adhiniyam's Schedule. Furthermore, the form specified in the Schedule
requires that electronic evidence be accompanied by a 'Hash Value'. This hash value serves as
a digital signature ensuring the document's authenticity; any alteration to the document will
result in a change in its hash value.

The challenge arising from this provision is the absence of a clear definition regarding who
qualifies as an expert capable of validating the authenticity of electronic evidence. Section 39(2)
of the BSA, 2023 mirrors Section 45A of the Evidence Act, which permits the court to seek the
opinion of an Examiner of Electronic Evidence as detailed in Section 79A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000. This Examiner, deemed an expert, can provide authoritative opinions on
the legitimacy of electronic records.

Therefore, if these provisions are used to define 'expert' under Section 63 of the BSA, the new
legislation introduces an additional layer of scrutiny for presenting electronic evidence in court.
This could be a positive development, enhancing the robustness of evidentiary rules and
ensuring the authenticity and reliability of evidence.

Nonetheless, this approach requires further deliberation as it must align with the
demographics of the nation and the individuals it aims to protect. Stringent compliance for
electronic evidence submission might handicap many individuals who lack technological
proficiency to generate and produce 'hash value reports'. While compliance for the State in
criminal matters might be comparatively simpler, the real challenge arises in the adjudication
of civil or other disputes between private parties. Additionally, if the new provision necessitates
evaluation by experts such as the Examiner of Electronic Evidence, it could lead to
considerable delays in trials and adjudication of disputes, given the current inadequacies in
infrastructure. At present the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has notified
15 Examiners of Electronic Evidence, which given the expansive scope of the new law, is
woefully inadequate to support the vast scale of litigation in the country. The limited number of
experts further exacerbates concerns regarding delays in trials and the effective
implementation of the legal provisions governing digital evidence.

In addition to the concerns, another pertinent question that warrants careful consideration is
in situations where electronic evidence was submitted to the court prior to the enactment of
the new law, but either a certificate under Section 65B of the Evidence Act was not provided, or
the one submitted was defective. Should the certificate now be tendered in accordance with the
Evidence Act or the BSA, given that the trial is still ongoing?

In Arjun Panditrao Khotkar v. Kailash Kushanrao Gorantyal, the Supreme Court observed that
Section 65B of the 1872 Act does not specify at what stage the certificate under this provision
must be submitted. The Court opined that in criminal trials, it is preferable for the certificate to
be filed along with the chargesheet and provided to the accused before the trial begins.
However, if this is not done, or if the certificate is found to be defective, the trial court may
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permit the prosecution to furnish a fresh certificate, provided that it does not prejudice the
rights of the accused.

Thus, the key question that emerges is whether a certificate filed after July 1, 2024, in a trial
that commenced before the notification of the new laws, should be submitted in accordance
with the erstwhile Evidence Act or the BSA. In this context, it would be pertinent to examine
Section 170 of the BSA, which reads as follows:

70. Repeal And Savings

(1) The Indian Evidence Act, 1872 is hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, if, immediately before the date on which this Adhiniyam comes
into force, there is any application, trial, inquiry, investigation, proceeding or appeal pending,
then, such application, trial, inquiry, investigation, proceeding or appeal shall be dealt with under
the provisions of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, as in force immediately before such
commencement, as if this Adhiniyam had not come into force.

The aforesaid provision clearly stipulates that the provisions of the BSA shall not be applicable
to trials or proceedings which commenced before the date when the new legislation was
brought into force.

Therefore, if electronic evidence was submitted before the effective date, either without a
certificate under Section 65B of the 1872 Act or with a defective certificate, any new certificate
provided during the trial must be filed as per the Evidence Act and not the BSA. During the
trial, the new certificate ought to be as per the provisions of the Code and not the BSA. This
interpretation is further reinforced by the fact that the BSA requires the submission of a hash
value report and certification by an expert. Therefore, if a certificate were to be filed under the
BSA, the electronic evidence would need to be retransmitted or transferred afresh in the
presence of an expert who could authenticate its integrity and ensure compliance with the new
requirements. Consequently, the prosecution would have to resubmit the electronic evidence,
as the previously filed evidence would no longer serve any purpose since it could not be
properly proven.

The transition from the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 to the Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 is
accompanied with complexities varied interpretations and the need for further judicial
clarification. As courts grapple with the application of the new law, their rulings will be crucial
in resolving these ambiguities and providing guidance on the proper procedures for evidence
submission under the updated legal framework. Only through such judicial pronouncements
can a comprehensive understanding of the law's implications be achieved, ensuring that the
new provisions are effectively integrated into the legal system.

66. What was the primary issue raised in the Delhi Court case regarding the submission
of digital evidence?
a. The admissibility of digitally altered evidence
b. The requirement for a certified copy of electronic evidence
c. The use of outdated certificates for validating digital evidence
d. The need for expert testimony to authenticate digital evidence

67. Which Act was repealed by the Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023°?
a. Indian Penal Code
b. Code of Criminal Procedure
c. Indian Evidence Act, 1872
d. Information Technology Act, 2000

68. What is the purpose of Section 63(4) of the Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023?
a. To regulate the use of electronic evidence in criminal trials
b. To establish the authenticity of electronic evidence
c. To provide guidelines for the collection of electronic evidence
d. To protect the privacy of individuals whose data is collected electronically
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69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

What is a “hash value” in the context of electronic evidence?
a. A digital fingerprint of a document

b. A certification of authenticity

c. A timestamp for when the document was created

d. A unique identifier for electronic devices

Who is qualified to validate the authenticity of electronic evidence under the
Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023?

a. Any person with technical expertise

A certified forensic expert

An Examiner of Electronic Evidence

A court-appointed expert

ae o

What is the potential drawback of requiring expert testimony to validate electronic
evidence?

a. Increased cost of litigation

Delays in trials

Both A and B

Neither A nor B

gpoo

What is the challenge arising from the limited number of Examiners of Electronic
Evidence in India?

a. Increased workload for existing experts

b. Delays in the adjudication of cases

c.. Both A and B

d. Neither A nor B

For trials that commenced before the notification of the Bhartiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023, which law governs the submission of electronic evidence?

a. The Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023

b. The Indian Evidence Act, 1872

c. Both Aand B

d. Neither A nor B

If a certificate under Section 65B of the Indian Evidence Act was not provided or

was defective in a trial that commenced before the notification of the Bhartiya

Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, what should the prosecution do?

a. Resubmit the electronic evidence with a new certificate under the Bhartiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam

b. Resubmit the electronic evidence with a new certificate under the Indian Evidence Act

c. File a motion to dismiss the case

d. Continue the trial without providing a new certificate

The transition from the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 to the Bhartiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023 requires:

a. Judicial clarification on the application of the new law

b. Training for legal professionals on the new law

c. Both AandB

d. Neither A nor B
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PASSAGE 3

Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi and President of Maldives H. E. Dr. Mohamed
Muizzu met on 7 October 2024 and comprehensively reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral ties
while noting the progress made by both countries in deepening their historically close and
special relationship that has immensely contributed to the betterment of the peoples of the two
countries.

2. Prime Minister of India underscored the importance attached by India to its relationship
with Maldives under its ‘Neighbourhood First’ Policy and Vision SAGAR, and reaffirmed India’s
unwavering commitment to assist Maldives on its developmental journey and priorities.
President of Maldives thanked India for its timely emergency financial assistance, including by
way of rolling over T-bills subscribed by SBI amounting to USD 100 million in May and
September 2024 for a further period of one year that provided the much needed financial
cushion for Maldives in addressing its urgent financing needs. He acknowledged India’s
continued role as the ‘First Responder’ of Maldives in times of need, following India’s earlier
assistance in the last decade during the 2014 water crisis in Malé and the Covid-19 pandemic.

3. President of Maldives Dr. Mohamed Muizzu expressed his appreciation for the decision of the
Government of India to extend support in the form of USD 400 million and INR 30 billion as a
bilateral currency swap agreement, instrumental in tackling the ongoing financial challenges
faced by the Maldives. The leaders also agreed to implement further measures to support
Maldives in addressing its financial challenges.

4. The leaders acknowledged that it was an opportune time for both sides to chart a new
framework for cooperation with an aim to comprehensively transform the bilateral relationship
to a Comprehensive Economic and Maritime Security Partnership, which is people-centric,
future-oriented and will act as an anchor of stability in the Indian Ocean Region. In this
context, both the leaders have decided as follows:

I. Political exchanges

In order to intensify exchanges at leadership and ministerial levels, the two sides will expand
them to include exchanges of Parliamentarians and local government representatives. In
addition, recognizing the contribution of shared democratic values in the growth of bilateral
ties, they decided to conclude a Memorandum of Understanding to enable institutionalized
cooperation between the two Parliaments.

II. Development Cooperation

Taking into account the progress of ongoing developmental partnership projects, which have
already brought tangible benefits to the people of Maldives, the two sides decided:

i. To work together in advancing the developmental partnership, as per needs and
requirements of Maldives, across areas, including ports, airports, housing, hospitals, roads
networks, sports facilities, schools and water and sewerage;

ii. To provide assistance to the Maldives in addressing the housing challenges and to accelerate
the ongoing social housing projects supported by India’s assistance;

iii. To extend full support for the timely completion of the flagship Greater Malé Connectivity

Project (GMCP), and to undertake a feasibility study to connect the islands of Thilafushi and
Giraavaru as an extension,;
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iv. To collaborate in the development of a state-of-the-art commercial port at Thilafushi island
in order to de-congest the Malé port and provide enhanced cargo handling capacity at
Thilafushi;

v. To also explore collaboration for development of transshipment facilities and bunkering
services contributing towards Maldives Economic Gateway project at Thavandhippolhu and
Gaadhoo islands of Maldives;

vi. To jointly work in harnessing the full potential of Hanimaadhoo and Gan airports that are
being developed with Indian assistance as well as other airports of Maldives. Towards this end,
both sides will also consider measures to strengthen air connectivity, attract investments and
collaborate for efficient management of these airports;

vii. To jointly work in establishing "Agriculture Economic Zone” and tourism investments in
Haa Dhaalu atoll and fish processing and canning facility at Haa Alifu atoll with Indian
assistance;

viii. To further expand through additional financing the successful High Impact Community
Development Projects to take the India-Maldives people-centric development partnership to
every part of Maldives.

III. Trade and economic cooperation
In view of significant untapped potential for bilateral trade & investment, the two sides agreed:

i. To initiate discussions on a Bilateral Free Trade Agreement focusing on trade in goods and
services between the two countries;

ii. To operationalize the settlement of trade transactions between India and Maldives in local
currencies with an aim to deepen trade linkages and to reduce dependency on foreign
currencies;

iii. To promote bilateral investments and closer engagements between the two business

chambers and entities; steps shall be taken for disseminating information relating to
investment opportunities and to improve ease of doing business;

iv. To support the efforts of Maldives towards diversification of its economy by strengthening
cooperation in the areas of agriculture, fisheries, oceanography and blue economy, including
through establishment of academic linkages and expanding research & development
cooperation,;

v. To enhance efforts to boost tourism between the two countries through marketing campaigns
and collaborative efforts.
IV. Digital and financial cooperation

Given that developments in digital and financial domains have transformational impact on
governance and delivery of services the two sides agreed:

i. to share expertise on implementation of digital and financial services;
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ii. To cooperate in the domain of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) by launch of India's Unified
Payments Interface (UPI), Unique Digital Identity, Gati Shakti Scheme and other digital services
that will enhance e-governance and delivery of services through digital domain for the benefit of
people of Maldives;

iii. While welcoming the launch of RuPay card in Maldives, which will enhance ease of
payments for Indian tourists visiting Maldives, to work closely to extend similar services for
Maldivian nationals visiting India.

V. Energy cooperation

Given the role of energy security in ensuring sustainable development, the two sides agreed to
explore cooperation through implementation of solar power and other renewable energy and
energy efficiency projects to bring down energy costs and enable Maldives to achieve its NDC
Goals, both sides will establish a framework for an institutional partnership which will include
training, exchange of visits, joint research, technical projects and promotion of investments.

Towards this end, both sides will also undertake a feasibility study to identify measures that
would enable Maldives to participate in the One Sun One World One Grid initiative.

VI. Health cooperation
The two sides agreed:

i. To further deepen ongoing health cooperation through provisioning of safe, quality and
affordable healthcare to the people of Maldives in India and promoting linkages between
hospitals in India and facilities and improving access to essential health services in Maldives
for strengthening health-care infrastructure in Maldives;

ii. To work towards recognition of Indian pharmacopoeia by the Government of Maldives,
followed by establishment of India-Maldives Jan Aushadhi Kendras across Maldives to
contribute to health security efforts of Maldives through provisioning of affordable and quality
generic medicines from India;

iii. To work together to improve mental health services and support systems to central and
regional mental health services of Maldives;

iv. To collaborate through training programs for healthcare professionals to enhance skills and
knowledge;

v. To work together on health research initiatives to address common health challenges
including cancer, infertility, etc;

vi. To work together in sharing of expertise on drug de-addiction and rehabilitation measures
as well as assist in setting-up of rehabilitation centres in Maldives;

vii. To work together in enhancing capacity of the Maldives to undertake emergency medical
evacuations.

VII. Defence & Security Cooperation

India and Maldives share common challenges in the Indian Ocean Region which have multi-
dimensional implications for the security and development of both the countries. As natural
partners, they resolve to work together in advancing the maritime and security cooperation for

the benefit of peoples of both India and Maldives as well as for the larger Indian Ocean Region.
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Maldives, with its vast Exclusive Economic Zone, is exposed to traditional and non-traditional
maritime challenges including piracy, IUU fishing, drug smuggling, and terrorism. The two
countries agreed that India, as a trusted and dependable partner, will work closely with
Maldives in sharing of expertise, augmenting capabilities and undertake joint cooperative
measures, as per needs and requirements of Maldives; they also agreed that the ongoing
Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) 'Ekatha' harbour project at Uthuru Thila Falhu (UTF)
with India's assistance will significantly contribute towards enhancing MNDF's operational
capabilities, and agreed to extend full support for its timely completion.

The two sides also agreed:

i. To support Maldives with provisioning of defence platforms and assets to augment
capabilities of MNDF as well as that of the Government of Maldives in advancing its maritime
and security requirements in line with its national priorities;

ii. To support Maldives in enhancing surveillance and monitoring capability of MNDF with the
provisioning of radar systems and other equipment

iii. To support Maldives on Hydrographic matters, including, through capacity building and
training, as per the requirements of the Government of Maldives;

iv. To strengthen cooperation in the area of disaster response and risk mitigation, including
through development of SOPs and exercises to achieve enhanced interoperability;

v. To assist Maldives in the domain of Information Sharing by supporting the development of
capabilities through infrastructure, training and sharing of best practices.

vi. To inaugurate at an early date the state-of-the-art Maldivian Ministry of Defence (MoD)
building in Malé, constructed with India's assistance, that will augment modern infrastructural
capacity of the MoD;

vii. To increase capacity building & training slots for MNDF, Maldives Police Services (MPS),
and other security organizations of Maldives under the ITEC programmes and other
customized training programmes in India;

viii. To extend financial assistance to develop and upgrade MNDF infrastructure.
VIII. Capacity Building and training

Reviewing the various ongoing capacity building initiatives that have positively contributed
towards human resource developmental needs of Maldives, the two sides agreed to further
expand support towards training and capacity building as per requirements and priorities of
Maldives; They also agreed:

i. To continue with customized training programmes for civil servants and local government
representatives of Maldives.

ii. To launch a new programme to promote women-led development by imparting skills training
and extending support to Maldivian women entrepreneurs for their enhanced participation in
Maldivian economy;

iii. To collaborate in establishment of a Start-up Incubator-Accelerator in Maldives to harness
the innovation potential of the youth.
IX. People-to-people linkages
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People-to-people linkages between India and Maldives have remained the bedrock of the special
and unique ties between the two countries. The two sides agreed to take measures to deepen
these linkages and decided:

i. To work positively towards establishing a consulate of Maldives in Bengaluru and a consulate
of India in Addu city recognizing that these would contribute to expansion of trade and
economic cooperation and greater people-to-people contacts;

ii. To enhance air and maritime connectivity to facilitate ease of travel, support economic
engagement and promote tourism,;

iii. To establish higher education institutions, skilling centres and centres of excellence in
Maldives, as per its needs and requirements;

iv. To work towards establishing an ICCR Chair in the Maldives National University.
X. Cooperation at Regional and Multilateral For a

Close cooperation between India and Maldives has benefited both countries in regional and
international fora and amplified each other’s voice on issues of common interest. With the
recent signing of the Charter of the Colombo Security Conclave (CSC), India and Maldives, as
founding members of the CSC, further reaffirmed to work closely in advancing their common
maritime and security interests with an aim to achieve a safe, secure and peaceful Indian
Ocean Region. The two sides also agreed to continue working closely in multilateral fora.

4. The leaders directed officials from both India and Maldives to implement the outlined areas
of cooperation in a timely and efficient manner with an aim to steer the Comprehensive
Economic and Maritime Security Partnership between the two countries for the common
benefit of the peoples of both India and Maldives as well as for the Indian Ocean Region. They
decided to constitute a new High-Level Core Group to oversee the progress in the
implementation of this vision document. The leadership of this group will be decided mutually
between the two sides.
76. What is the primary objective of the Comprehensive Economic and Maritime

Security Partnership between India and Maldives?

a. To strengthen military cooperation

b. To promote economic growth and development

c. To enhance maritime security

d. All of the above

77. Which of the following is NOT a key area of cooperation identified in the
partnership?
a. Trade and investment
b. Defense and security
c. Education and culture
d. Energy and climate change

78. What is the significance of the bilateral currency swap agreement between India
and Maldives?
a. To reduce Maldives’ dependence on foreign currency
b. To promote tourism between the two countries
c. To increase India’s exports to Maldives
d. To provide financial assistance for infrastructure projects

79. Which of the following is a flagship project being supported by India in Maldives?
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Greater Malé Connectivity Project

Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) ‘Ekatha’ harbour project
Both A and B

Neither A nor B

aoop

80. What is the purpose of the India-Maldives Jan Aushadhi Kendras?
To provide affordable and quality generic medicines

b. To promote tourism between the two countries

c. To enhance maritime security

d. To support women’s entrepreneurship

o

81. Which of the following is NOT a key area of focus in the India-Maldives partnership
on defense and security?

Maritime surveillance

Counter-terrorism

Disaster response

Economic cooperation

aoop

82. What is the significance of the Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) for India and
Maldives?

A platform for regional cooperation on maritime security

A mechanism for resolving disputes between countries in the Indian Ocean

A forum for promoting trade and investment

A security alliance against external threats

paoop

83. What is the primary objective of the High-Level Core Group established to oversee
the implementation of the Comprehensive Economic and Maritime Security
Partnership?

a. To resolve disputes between the two countries
b. . To monitor the progress of bilateral projects
c. To promote people-to-people exchanges

d. To strengthen military cooperation

84. Which of the following is a key challenge facing the implementation of the
Comprehensive Economic and Maritime Security Partnership?
a. Lack of political will
b. Differences in economic priorities
c. Geopolitical tensions in the region
d. All of the above

85. The Comprehensive Economic and Maritime Security Partnership between India
and Maldives is expected to contribute to:

Regional stability and prosperity

Enhanced bilateral relations

Both A and B

Neither A nor B

Section IV: LOGICAL REASONING

PASSAGE 1:

poop

A study by Delhi Technological University has asserted that when fireworks were banned for
Diwali in 2022, the nanoparticles in the air reduced by 18% from the level recorded during the
festival in 2021. It found that the inhalable nanoparticle concentration on Diwali day in 2021
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was around 9.7 million particles, which dipped to around 8.1 million particles on Diwali day in
2022, underlining the positive reduction in nanoparticles in the city due to the prohibition on
firecrackers.
Nanoparticle emissions cause deep deposition of pollutants in the human respiratory system
and the deposition varies with different physical activities.
The study, titled ‘Are Delhi residents exposed to lesser particle number concentration due to
the firework ban in the city?, was published in journal Air Quality Atmosphere & Health in Aug.
The research was conducted by a team led by Rajeev Kumar Mishra, associate professor of
environmental engineering at Delhi Technological University, Kanagaraj Rajagopal, and
Vignesh Mohan, research scholar from the Advance Air and Acoustics Research Laboratory,
DTU.
"Delhi experiences severe pollution during the Diwali festival. As a result, the state govt.
imposed different restrictions on crackers selling and usage, and finally a policy was framed to
completely ban the usage of crackers during the festival. The research study was conducted by
DTO before and after the banning of crackers to analyse the impact of crackers on nanoparticle
emissions in Delhi city," says the study; which established that the nano particle emissions in
Delhi in the Diwali period, especially particles sized from 10 to 1,000 nano-metres, was lower
when the ban on crackers was imposed.
"The crackers ban policy helps in the reduction of about 18% of nanoparticle emissions on
Diwali day. The nanoparticle emissions cause very deep deposition in the human respiratory
system, and the deposition varies with different physical activities. The inhalable nanoparticle
concentration during the year 2021 Diwali day was about 9.7 million particles, and that
reduced to around 8.1 million particles during the 2022 Diwali day. The emission reduction
found during Diwali 2022 was around 1.6 million nanoparticles due to the introduction of the
firecrackers ban policy." states the study. The nanoparticles were measured on DTU's
premises, which is located in the north-west part of Delhi a mixture of commercial, educational
and residential areas. The study also said identifying the sources of pollution could help
achieve clean air goals. "Achieving human health standards for clean air needs more target-
based policy implementation. Identifying the potential sources and introducing policies related
to source reduction can help in achieving clean air goals, which is evidenced from the study."
the study says. "Sustainable development goals emphasise the need for clean air and improving
people's health, which can be achieved globally by effectively initiating mitigation measures and
regularly analysing the measure's performance."
[Extracted, from an article- by Kushagra Dixit ; published in TOI Delhi 16-10-24].
86. Read the following statements carefully:
Statement I: The study by Delhi Technological University found that the inhalable
nanoparticle concentration on Diwali day in 2021 was around 9.7 million particles.
Statement II: The Delhi government banned the usage of crackers in 2023.
Statement III: The study by Delhi Technological University established that the
nanoparticle emissions in Delhi during the Diwali period were lower when the ban on
crackers was imposed.
Which of the above Statement(s) is/are correct:
I and III only.
II only.
I only.
All Statements are Correct.

po D

87. Read the following statements carefully:
Statement I: The nanoparticle emissions cause heavy deposition in the human
respiratory system.
Statement II: The study by Delhi Technological University was conducted by a team led
by Rajeev Kumar Mishra, Kanagaraj Rajagopal, and Vignesh Mohan.
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88.

89.

90.

Statement III: The study by Delhi Technological University analyzed the impact of the
ban on crackers on nanoparticle emissions in Delhi city.

Which of the above Statement(s) is/are correct:

I and III only.

IIT only.

All Statements are Correct.

All Statements are Incorrect.

po o

From the given passage, following are the 3 statements:

Statement I: The inhalable nanoparticle concentration during the year 2022 Diwali day
was about 8.1 million particles.

Statement II: The emission reduction found during Diwali 2022 was around 1.6 billion
nanoparticles.

Statement III: The study by Delhi Technological University analyzed the impact of the
ban on crackers on nanoparticle emissions in a city other than Delhi.

Which of the above Statement(s) is/are correct:

11T only.

IT only.

I only.

All Statements are Correct.

poop

From the given statements, which statement(s) you can conclude from the above
passage:

Statement I: The crackers ban policy helped in the reduction of about 18% of
nanoparticle emissions on Diwali day.

Statement II: The nanoparticles were measured on DTU’s premises, which is located in
the northeast part of Delhi.

Statement III: The study by Delhi Technological University found that when fireworks
were banned for Diwali in 2022, the nanoparticles in the air reduced by 18% from the
level recorded during the festival in 2023.

1II only.

I and II only.
I only.
All Statements are Correct.

po TP

Read the following statements carefully:

Statement I: The study, titled Are Delhi residents exposed to lesser particle number
concentration due to the firework ban in the city?, was published in journal Air Quality
Atmosphere & Health in July.

Statement II: The study by Delhi Technological University analyzed the impact of the
ban on crackers on nanoparticle emissions in Delhi city before and after the ban.
Statement III: The emission reduction found during Diwali 2022 was around 1.6 trillion
nanoparticles.

Which of the above Statement(s) is/are correct:

IT only.

I only.

I and IIT only.

All Statements are Correct

po o
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Passage-2

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions.

In Britain, the government run National Health Service (NHS) was always very popular. A 2015
survey showed that as many as 89% of British people were strongly in its favour. However,
many influential British Conservatives never supported the NHS. In 2002, Boris Johnson tore
into the NHS and called it "monolithic", "monopolistic" and "unimprovable". In his book
'Friends, Voters, Country-men', he went on to suggest that "We need to think of new ways of
getting private money into NHS" In 2015 Jeremy Hunt, Conservative government secretary of
health, even made a deal with Bain Capital (partly owned by Mitt Romney) for supplying blood
plasma in the UK.

Over the years, cuts in NHS funding crippled its functioning. The state grant it received was
just about enough for running costs with little left over for infrastructural upgrading training
and recruiting professionals. Fortunately, that attitude is all set to change, PM Johnson today
is willing to rush into a burning building to save NHS, why? Well, it was the NHS that nursed
Johnson to health after Covid-19 struck him. Which is why he is now a changed man, forever
grateful to this state run service. If anything, this pandemic has shown that the rich and poor
can be laid low equally. Consequently, those who once demonised public health delivery are
ready to switch sides. We see the ravages of Covid-19 in India as well. Once again, the
overwhelming number of health professionals taking a bullet for us- doctors, nurses,
ambulance drivers and paramedics-are public servants. Some years back a Universal Health
cover proposal went out to the last UPA government, but that never quite got a foot in the door.
One is often tempted to read left or right wing politics in healthcare, but really it is primarily, if
not only, about citizenship.

Pandemics extract a terrible price but they teach us a fundamental lesson. When we fall sick
together we realise the true value of staying connected.

[Extracted from editorial by Dipanker Gupta "Falling Sick Together ']

91. According to the passage what course of actions British conservatives should taken
to revive NHS.
a. Boost private funding into the NHS by innovative means
b. Upgrade its infrastructure
c. Increase the state grant so that NHS funding can be monetised properly
d. Recruit and train more professionals

92. Consider the following statements from the passage and answer accordingly
Assertion(A): Johnson is a changed man ,forever grateful to this state run service.
Reason (R): Well, it was the NHS that nursed Johnson to health after Covid-19
struck him.

a. Ais true but R is false

b. Ais false but R is true

c. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of Al

d. Both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of A

93. Consider the following statements and assumptions from the passage and answer
accordingly
Statement: In 2002, Boris Johnson tore into the NHS and called it " monolithic,"
monopolistic", and "unimprovable".
Assumption I: Boris Johnson never supported the NHS
Assumption Il: Boris Johnson wanted to improve the old age NHS

Only assumption I is implicit in the statement

Only assumption Il is implicit in the statement

Both assumption I and Il are implicit in the statement

Neither assumption I nor assumption 1 is implicit in the statement

po o

29




94. According to the author the main point of the passage is

a. Pandemics teach us a lesson that when we fall sick together we realise to stay
together.

b. Public health infrastructure should never be underestimated in the country and
should be taken care off by proper funding.

c. State should increase funding in private health infrastructure because public health
infrastructure is unimprovable

d. The pandemic has shown that the rich and poor can be laid low equally.

95. According to the passage Universal Healthcare should be defined as
a. Free and accessible healthcare maintained wholly by the state for its citizens with no
distinction regarding to rich or poor.
b. A healthcare under the state but maintained partially by the private entities.
c. A healthcare run by private entities but funded by the state.
d. A healthcare maintained by the state but paid by the citizens.

Passage-3

Rishi Sunak has been rebuked by the UK's statistics watchdog for making misleading claims
about his record on bringing down government debt. Sunak has made reducing the national
debt one of his five priorities, and in a video posted on X after the autumn statement he said
"debt is falling". Later in November he told MPs at PMQs "we have indeed reduced debt".

Sarah Olney, the Lib Dem's Treasury spokesperson, wrote to the UK Statistics Authority to ask
if there was any justification for what Sunak was saying and today, in a response, the
authority's chair, Sir Robert Chote, said Sunak's words were misleading. Chote said No 10 tried
to justify Sunak's "is falling" comment by saying he was referring to what was forecast to
happen in 2028. Chote explained: In this instance, the prime minister's office informed us that
both claims referred to the fact that the Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) was forecasting
that the underlying measure of net debt (excluding the Bank) would be falling as a proportion
of GDP (although not in cash terms) in the final year of its five-year forecast, in line with the
government's target ... The average person in the street would probably not have interpreted
the prime minister's claims in the way that his office explained them to us and would likely
have assumed that he was claiming that debt was already falling or that the government's
policy decisions had lowered it at the fiscal events - neither of which is the case. This has
clearly been a source of confusion and may have undermined trust in the government's use of
statistics and quantitative analysis in this area.

Members of the public cannot be expected to understand the minutiae of public finance
statistics and the precise combination of definitional choices that might need to be made for a
particular claim to be true. So, when speaking about the public finances and making claims of
this sort, intelligent transparency demands that ministers, other senior politicians,
departments and political parties ask themselves how someone with an interest but little
specialist knowledge is likely to interpret a particular claim and to explain themselves clearly fi
they choose to depart significantly from that in definitional terms. When a claim is made in
abbreviated form, they should certainly be ready to explain the precise basis for their claim
when approached and asked to do so after the event.

Commenting on the letter, Olney said: Rishi Sunak knows he has no good story to tell on the
UK economy so he has resorted to making one up. The least this no-growth prime minister
could do is be honest about it with the British public. Instead, he has reached for the Boris
Johnson playbook and is undermining trust in politics. This is desperate stuff from a desperate
Prime Minister and it is right that he has been called out on it. Sunak rejects call for higher
taxes on wealth and says worrying about inequality does not keep him awake at night. While
he was giving evidence to the liaison committee earlier, Rishi Sunak was asked about the
morality of tax policy by the Labour MP Liam Byrne, chair of the business committee. Byrne
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started telling Sunak that sales of luxury cars were at an all-time high while food banks were
running out of food, homelessness was at a record level and millions of people faced
destitution. He asked Sunak if he lay awake at night worrying about the levels of inequality.
Sunak replied: No. I want to make sure we can reduce economic inequality and spread
opportunity, and I'm pleased that we are making progress on that. Sunak said that income
inequality was lower than it was in 2010, that there were 1.7 million fewer people living in
absolute poverty, and that the number of people in low-paid work was at its lowest level on
record.

Byrne put it to Sunak that wealth inequality has gone up. And he said the UK has the worst
record in inequality of any major economy. He asked Sunak to accept that the tax system
should be fair and that those with the broadest shoulders should pay more, and Sunak replied:
"Of course I do. I believe in a progressive tax system, and that's what we've delivered."

96. Which of the following could be a possible interpretation of the claim made by PM
Sunak 'debt is falling' except?
a. The debt was already falling.
b. The government's policy decisions had lowered the debt.
c. It was forecast to happen after a few years.
d. None of the above.

97. What can be inferred from the statement, 'The least this no-growth prime minister
could do is be honest about it with the British public.?'
a. Sunak considers the UK economy to be on a right track.
b. The UK economy has been a lackluster one during Sunak's tenure.
c. The government policy decisions have helped the economy grow
d. Sunak is accurately justifying the growth of the British economy.

98. With which of the following will the author most agree with?
a. Britain had a justified fair tax regime.
b. The progressive tax system was working well in Britain.
c. Britain was hardly making any progress in reducing income equality.
d. Wealth inequality was not a thorn ni the side for Britain.

99. Which of the following is true as per the passage?
a. The prime minister's office clarified the phrase 'debt is falling' to the general public.
b. The phrase 'debt is falling' is an unambiguous one.
c. The prime minister's statements bolsters the people's trust in politics.
d. The prime minister does not agree to the idea of imposing higher taxes on wealth.

100. The author would disagree with which of the following statements?

Bryne stated that wealth inequality has widened.

Olney was skeptical about Sunak's statement 'debt is falling'.

Members of the public should understand the public finance statistics well.
As per Sunak economic inequality was reducing.

aoop

101. 'He asked Sunak If he lay awake at night worrying about the levels of inequality.
Which of the following statements is an underlying assumption of the question
posed to Sunak by Byrne as understood in the given line of the third last
paragraph?

a. The levels of inequality in the UK was not a cause of intense worry to the PM.
b. Byrne was more worried about the levels of inequality than was Sunak.

c. Byrne doubted whether Sunak was actually concerned about inequality.

d. All of the above

Passage- 4
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The first major development in the formalist tradition was a metaphysical theory known as
logical atomism, which was derived from work in mathematical logic by the English
philosopher Bertrand Russell (1872-1970). Russell's work in turn was based in part on early
notebooks written before World War I by his former pupil Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1953). In
"The Philosophy of Logical Atomism," a monograph published in 1918-19, Russell gave credit to
Wittgenstein for supplying "many of the theories" contained in it. Wittgenstein had joined the
Austrian army when the war broke out, and Russell had been out of contact with him ever
since. Wittgenstein thus did not become aware of Russell's version of logical atomism until
after the war. Wittgenstein's polished and very sophisticated version appeared in the Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus, which he wrote during the war but did not publish until 1922. Both
Russell and Wittgenstein believed that mathematical logic could reveal the basic structure of
reality, a structure that is hidden beneath the cloak of ordinary language. In their view, the
new logic showed that the world is made up of simple, or "atomic," facts, which in turn are
made up of particular objects. Atomic facts are complex mind-independent features of reality,
such as the fact that a particular rock is white or the fact that the Moon is a satellite of Earth.
As Wittgenstein says in the Tractatus, "The world is determined by the facts, and by their being
all the facts." Both Russell and Wittgenstein held that the basic propositions of logic, which
Wittgenstein called "elementary propositions," refer to atomic facts. There is thus an immediate
connection between formal languages, such as the logical system of Russell's Principia
Mathematica (written with Alfred North Whitehead and published between 1910 and 1913),
and the structure of the real world: elementary propositions represent atomic facts, which are
constituted by particular objects, which are the meanings of logically proper names. Russell
differed from Wittgenstein in that he held that the meanings of proper names are "sense data,"
or immediate perceptual experiences, rather than particular objects. Further, for Wittgenstein
but not for Russell, elementary propositions are connected to the world by being structurally
isomorphic to atomic facts—i.e., by being a "picture" of them. Wittgenstein's view thus came to
be known as the "picture theory" of meaning. Logical atomism rested upon a number of theses.
It was realistic, as distinct from idealistic, in its contention that there are mind-independent
facts. But it presupposed that language is mind- dependent—i.e., that language would not exist
unless there were sentient beings who used sounds and marks to refer and to communicate.
Logical atomism was thus a dualistic metaphysics that described both the structure of the
world and the conditions that any particular language must satisfy in order to represent it.
Although its career was brief, its guiding principle— that philosophy should be scientific and
grounded in mathematical logic-was widely acknowledged throughout the century.

Logical positivism was developed in the early 1920s by a group of Austrian intellectuals, mostly
scientists and mathematicians, who named their association the Wiener Kreis (Vienna Circle).
The logical positivists accepted the logical atomist conception of philosophy as properly
scientific and grounded in mathematical logic. By "scientific," however, they had in mind the
classical empiricism handed down from Locke and Hume, in particular the view that all factual
knowledge is based on experience. Unlike logical atomists, the logical positivists held that only
logic, mathematics, and the sciences can make statements that are meaningful, or cognitively
significant. They thus regarded metaphysical, religious, ethical, literary, and aesthetic
pronouncements as literally nonsense. Significantly, because logical atomism was a
metaphysics purporting to convey true information about the structure of reality, it too was
disavowed. The positivists also held that there is a fundamental distinction to be made between
"analytic" statements (such as "Al husbands are married"), which can be known to be true
independently of any experience, and "synthetic" statements (such as "It is raining now"),
which are knowable only through observation.

The main proponents of logical positivism-Rudolf Carnap, Herbert Feigl, Philipp Frank, and
Gustav Bergmann-all emigrated from Germany and Austria to the United States to escape
Nazism. Their influence on American philosophy was profound, and, with various
modifications, logical positivism was still a vital force on the American scene at the beginning of
the 21st century.

[https:/ / courses.lumenlearning.com/ suny-fmcc-philosophy 1/ chapter/ 4-8-analytic-philosophy/|
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102. Which of the following can be an inference drawn from the passage?
a) Language was independent of any thought of mind.
b) Logical atomism had an idealistic approach to language.
c) Logical atomism was independent of language.
d) Russell's work in math logic was the base of the theory of logical atomism.

103. Which of the following can be a conclusion of the sentence 'But it presupposed that
language is mind-dependent'?
a) Language need not always be mind-independent.
b) Language may be existing without need of communication.
c) Language is used by conscious living beings only.
d) Language is free of mind and experience.

104. Which of the following statements will the author most disagree with?
a) Logical positivism had a great influence on philosophy.
b) Logical atomists were of the view that only logic can make meaningful rational
statements.
c) Logical positivists believed the logical atomism to be truly based on scientific
grounds.
d) Logical atomism was realistic in believing that there are mind independent facts too.

105. Which of the following will weaken the author's argument?
a) Metaphysical aspects were considered insignificant by the logical positivists.
b) The non-analytical statements are based on observation.
c) Philosophy, as per logical atomists should be based on science and logic.
d) Logical atomism is unconditionally represented by language.

106. Which of the following is the correct interpretation of the sentence, 'Atomic facts
are complex mind- independent features of reality'?
a) Not many in the world accepted the math logic base of logical atomism.
b) Logical atomism believed that language is only dependent on mind.
c) Logical atomism was based on the principle of mathematical logic.
d) Al of the above.

Passage-5

Some readers wondered whether my reading of the crisis in the news media is about
journalism or about the news industry. Though the fortunes of the news industry have a
bearing on journalism, there is, indeed, a difference between looking at issues that govern
journalism and the factors that contribute to the financial stress of the media industry. Over
the last few years, I have been discussing the impact of digitalisation on journalism. The
pandemic has accelerated the process of digital transformation of the news media. Therefore,
these issues need close scrutiny. One of the defining elements of analog journalism was the
way two crucial functions of journalism bearing witness and making sense complemented each
other and helped people make informed choices. When I talk about the strength of analog, I am
neither romanticising the past nor am I a Luddite. Most importantly, I do not believe in
nostalgia. Many scholars have established how rose-coloured glasses always leads to an unfair
distortion looking back on the best of the past while comparing it to the worst of the present.|
Hence, when [ talk about the digital information news environment, I am talking about how
there needs to be a conducive atmosphere for credible information to resonate with the people.
Literature on misinformation, disinformation and malinformation reveals a new distinction in
the minds of the citizens. Editors and journalists have to contend with a new breed of sceptics.
These are the people who trust social media forwards more than evidence-based, data-driven
journalism. Their confirmation bias flows from encrypted social media platforms that are full of
conspiracy theories.
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[Excerpt from an Article by A.S. Panneerselvan, The Hindu, dated August 10, 2020|

107. In this line, —Hence, when I talk about the digital information news environment, I
am talking about how there needs to be a conducive atmosphere for credible
information to resonate with the people the Author assumes that:

a) The Digital news is neither evidence based nor data driven.

b) The Digital journalism does not help people in making informed choices.

c) Both a) and b)

d) The impact of Digital journalism has created an informed platform of journalism.

108. Which of the following strengthens the Author‘s argument?
a) Conspiracy theories have become an alternative truth.
b) The Pandemic is the only reason behind the dependence of people on Social media
journalism.
c¢) The News industry is witnessing a tremendous change.
d) None of the above.

SECTION V: QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES

Directions : Study the following information carefully and answer the questions given
beside.

On Monday, total 625 people went to see a program in a Circus. The number of adult
males who watched Circus was 200% more than the number of male children, while the
number of adult females was 50 more than the number of male children, and the number
of female children was 25% less than that of male children.

109. Find the ratio of number of adult males to the number of female children who watched
the Circus.
A.3:2 B.4:1 C.3:1 D.5:4

110. Total children who watched Circus is what percent of the number of adult males?
A.56(1/3) % B. 52(1/3) % C.54(1/3) % D. 58 (1/3) %

111. If b% people from adult females and male children respectively are not allowed to watch
the Circus, the number of adult females and male children combiningly decreases by 25.
Find the value of b.
A. 12 B. 14 C. 15 D. 10

112. Find the ratio of the total number of males to that of females who watched the circus.
A.16:9 B.16:7 C.14:9 D.14:5

113. The number of male children was what percent more than that of female children who
watched the circus?
A. 25 B. 33.33 C. 35 D. 37.5

114. Find the difference between the number of adult males and the number of adult females
who watched the circus.
A. 100 B. 120 C. 150 D. 140

Directions : Study the following information carefully and answer the questions given
beside.

In Delhi, the total male employees in 4 companies A, B, C and D is 2520, where as the
ratio of total male and total female employees is 3 : 2. Number of male employees in
company A is 2/5 of the total male employees .Number of female employees in company
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B is equal to the male employees in company C. Ratio of female and male employees in
company D is 2:3. Female employees in company A is 2/3 of male employees in A. Male
employees in company B is 5/8 of the number of male employees in company A. The
ratio of male employees in company C and D is 1:2.

115. Find the ratio between male and female employees in company B?
A.11:2 B.21:4 C.23:11 D.15:7

116. Find the total number of Female employees in companies B and D.
A. 616 B. 686 C. 656 D. 676

117. The number of Female employees in Company B is what percent of the number of Male
employees in Company D?
A. 200 B. 100 C. 50 D. 133.3

118. If 100 employees of Company D leave the company, out of which the ratio of the Males
and Females is 3 : 2 respectively, what is the new number of Males in Company D?
A. 548 B. 538 C. 558 D. 528

119. What is the average of the total number of Female employees in companies B and C?
A. 308 B. 343 C. 326 D. None of these

120. What is the ratio of the total number of employees in Company C to the total number of

employees in Company A?
A. 11:30 B. 30:11 C. 13:30 D. 30:13
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